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Summary of Key Findings
· Riyadh is a low-threat location for crime
· Cybersecurity activities are increasing
· High-threat location for terrorism
Introduction
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia is one of the regions in the country that has enjoyed peace and security in the Middle East. Contrary to many parts in the Middle East or even in Saudi Arabia that have been characterized by intense insecurity, foreigners in Riyadh have had to enjoy great benefits of peace and security, which has attracted many people from outside the country. However, there are some issues that foreigners, especially diplomats, will consider. This briefing seeks to examine the security threats and risks for foreigners in Saudi Arabia.
Findings
Crime Threats
The overall crime threats in Saudi Arabia, especially in Riyadh are very low. As such, the city is classified as a low-threat location for crime directed at foreign diplomats and business people. Even though crime in Saudi Arabia has been rampant and largely associated with perennial insecurity in the Middle East, the State Security, and other government security agencies have worked to ensure that the city of Riyadh and even Saudi Arabia as a whole remains safe and secure. However, there are few security concerns including drug-related crimes involving foreigners. Also, the robbery rate has significantly increased. In 2017 there were 3,075 robbery cases reported in Saudi Arabia, which represents a 2,900% increase from 101 cases reported in 2015 (Knoema, 2020).
Cybersecurity
With the rise of technology, security concerns are increasing, especially in Riyadh. Over the past years, Saudi Arabia has witnessed some major and serious cyberattacks on both government and private entities (OSAC, 2020). Cybersecurity experts in Saudi Arabia have linked these attacks with Iranian hackers who have been using phishing emails to deliver spying malware on the systems (OSAC, 2020). Other groups are domestic and others come from regional members like Qatar (Arab News, 2017).
Terrorism Threats
Even though Saudi Arabia has been a peaceful and safe place for foreigners, but terrorism threats have continued to emerge. Riyadh is still considered to be a high-threat location for terrorism directed at foreigners, especially westerners. Terrorists carry out their attacks with little or no warning targeting locations where a group of foreigners may be found including transportation hubs, marketing or shopping malls, tourist locations, and even local government facilities (OSAC, 2020). Terrorist groups like ISIS and AQAP have expressed their intent to continue their attacks in Saudi Arabia while targeting foreign envoys and groups. Some of the cases witnessed in the past few years are enough to point to the real threat that terrorism poses. For example, in July and August 2018, shooters ambushed Saudi security forces in Qassim, and in April 2019, armed terrorists attacked security forces in Qatif (OSAC, 2020). All these incidences point to a potential threat in Saudi Arabia.
Recommended Strategies
To deal with the above security concerns, the government can tighten security measures and policies to curb any kind of threat. Some of the threats like cybersecurity have been minimized through tough policies and laws. So far, the measures taken by the presidency and State security service, under the Anti-Cyber Crime Law have helped minimize some of the cybersecurity threats. Also, security agencies can increase surveillance to detect any terrorist threats, especially on foreigners in the country, and in Riyadh to be precise.
Conclusion
Saudi Arabia is a peaceful country and despite several security concerns in the Middle East region, it has remained one of the safest places that people visiting the region can visit. However, foreigners are more targeted by security threats than Saudi citizens. The government can work with the security agencies to tighten the security measures.
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